
With rising sea water threatening livelihoods in coastal districts, the Gender-

responsive Coastal Adaptation (GCA) Project is coming up with climate-resilient

livelihoods to improve the adaptive capacities of the communities.
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Battling the climate crisis with crab

farming in southern Bangladesh

From Disaster to Opportunity: How Crab Nursing is Saving Livelihoods in Bangladesh's

Coastal Villages
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Climate change-related flooding and the water level rises, coupled

with the blow dealt by sporadic cyclones, have made the waters of

Bangladesh’s coastal districts far too salty for many creatures to

survive and thrive in.

Bangladesh

https://www.undp.org/
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/stories
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh


Over time many have lost their precious livelihoods and are

struggling to make ends meet.

From the frontlines of the climate crisis

In a sleepy village very close to the Sundarbans lives forty-two-year-

old Chandona Rani. Her home in Amorkata village of Khulna’s

Paikgacha upazila is beaten down by natural disasters at an

alarmingly regular intervals these days. In November 2021,

Chandona Rani became part of a women’s only group named

‘Shapla Women Livelihood Group’, an initiative of the Gender-

responsive Coastal Adaptation (GCA) Project, implemented by the

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and co-financed

by the Green Climate Fund (GCF) and the Government of

Bangladesh.

Under the livelihood group, Rani was taught about crab nursing,

essentially making sure she could effectively practice crab nursing.

In the saline waters of Paikgacha upazila, crabs are one of the few

creatures that can thrive in this harsh environment.

Not only has Rani gained competence in practising crab nursing on

her own, she was also made president of the ‘Shapla Women

Livelihood Group’.

“I had some basic knowledge on crab nursery, but with the training

and support from GCA for crab nursing, I can now actually practice

it,” says Chandona Rani.

Following the training from GCA, Chandona has also been equipped

with leadership skills. She has provided training to nearly 23 to 24

women livelihood groups in other unions as well.
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Chandona’s role as

the president of the

group has not only

aided in her financial

independence but has

also earned her

respect in her

community and family,

something women in

this nation

continuously strive for.

Currently  ‘Shapla Women Livelihood Group has 31 members who

are nurturing crabs in a nursery.  The group has leased a piece of

land for two years with the support of the project for crab nursing.

Chandona’s role as the president of the group has not only aided in

her financial independence but has also earned her respect in her

community and family, something women in this nation continuously

strive for.

Chandona is one of many people whose lives are changing for the

better, owing to the work being done by GCA at the grassroots.

GCA aims to assist the Government of Bangladesh (GoB) in

enhancing coastal communities' adaptive capacities, particularly

those of women, to deal with the effects of climate change-induced

salinity on their livelihoods and water security. For vulnerable

communities in the coastal districts of the southwest, GCF resources

will be combined with GoB co-financing to address the multitude of

barriers to implementing and managing resilient livelihoods and

drinking water solutions.
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How the Gender-responsive Coastal Adaptation (GCA) Project is strengthening access to safe and reliable

drinking water solutions that are climate-resilient and av...
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Village courts easing the path to justice: The story of Naogaon’s Kamona Rani

After six months with minimal progress, the district court referred Kamona’s case to Vimpur Union Parishad to

resolve it through the village court (VC). VC regist...
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Floating Rates of Loans: Option and Calculation

The importance of borrowing from foreign sources for different purposes and options for external borrowing

from bilateral, multilateral, and commercial sources.
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Maximum utilisation of youths has to be ensured

Youths comprise the majority of the country's total population and the maximum utilisation of this section will

have to be ensured to achieve the sustainable deve...
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Bangladesh: Tackling Climate Change Through Integrated Nature-Based Solutions

The programme has brought innovations to UNDP’s integrated programming on environment and climate

change in Bangladesh and several other countries, as part of bro...

© 2023 United Nations Development Programme

United Nations

Development

Programme

About Us

Our team

Funding and

delivery

Partners

Legal framework

WHO WE ARE

Our Focus

Sustainable

Development

Goals

Gender Equality

Strategic Plan

2022-2025

Projects

#NextGenUNDP

WHAT WE DO

News Center

Blogs

Publications

Stories

OUR IMPACT

FAQs

Contact Us

Career at UNDP

Bangladesh

Procurement

Welcome to

Quantum!

GET INVOLVED
 

Fraud, Abuse, Misconduct Reporting

Social and Environmental Compliance

Scam Alert

Copyright & Terms of Use

Welcome to Quantum!

READ MORE

Bangladesh

https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/stories/bangladesh-tackling-climate-change-through-integrated-nature-based-solutions
https://www.undp.org/
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/about-us
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/our-team
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/funding-and-delivery
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/partners
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/legal-framework
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/our-focus
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/stories/battling-climate-crisis-crab-farming-southern-bangladesh
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/gender-equality
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/strategic-plan-2022%E2%80%932025
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/projects
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/nextgenundp
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/news-center
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/blogs
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/publications
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/stories
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/faqs
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/contact-us
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/careers
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/procurement
https://www.undp.org/quantum
https://www.undp.org/accountability/audit/investigations
https://www.undp.org/social-and-environmental-compliance-review-and-stakeholder-response-mechanism
https://www.undp.org/scam-alert
https://www.undp.org/copyright-terms-use
https://www.undp.org/quantum
https://web.facebook.com/UNDPBD
https://twitter.com/UNDP_BD
https://www.instagram.com/undpbangladesh
https://www.youtube.com/user/UNDPBangladesh
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh

